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Year 1 Maths
By end of Year 1 these are the age-related expectations:
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Year 1 Maths
Starting in January 
SODA (Start of the Day Activity): As the children gain more confidence, they complete 
maths questions before starting the register. 
(Flash back 4- a question from last year, last month, last week and this week)



Year 1 Maths
Build on previous learning.

• The aim is for all children to be able to form their numbers correctly and record their 
answers independently.

• They need to develop fluency before moving on to mastery which involves problem 
solving and reasoning. 

Fluency Mastery (Reasoning)

• They start using maths apparatus/equipment before developing their skills in 
written methods. 



What a typical lesson looks like:

• Warm-up mental arithmetic e.g. counting in 10s, 5s, 2s, and and number bonds to 
10 

• Whole class input to introduce or consolidate learning

• Independent work or small group work to develop fluency (adult supported where 
necessary)

• Once fluent, children directed towards problem solving and reasoning  (challenges)

• Round- up of learning by discussing efficient strategies and identify next steps



Subitising (Developing fluency)

Don’t count see the amount!

Subitising is when you are able 
to look at a group of objects 
and realise how many there are 
without counting. 



Concrete AbstractPictorial

The development of mathematical strategies . 
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Concrete AbstractPictorial

The development of mathematical strategies. 

5-3=2

An example- Finding the difference



At Willow Bank we follow the mastery approach 

• Throughout a Maths Input the children are challenged 
through a mastery approach so that all of the children have 
the opportunity to hear the language of reasoning.

• Examples of mastery questions- “How do you know?” “show 
me in a different way?” “What is the odd one out and why?”

• Completing 10 or more calculations is being fluent, it doesn’t 
mean they have mastered the concept.

• Mastery means being able to solve problems and reason 
about their learning. 
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Practical ideas for helping at home
• Count forwards and backwards to 20
• Play number board games (Snakes and ladders)
• Throw a dice (subitise, find doubles, addition)
• Recognise door numbers
• Count conkers and leaves outside
• How many eggs in the egg box (3+3, double 3, 4+2)
• Number problems (There were 5 children, 3 were wearing 

hats. How many were not wearing hats?)
• Bake cakes (Read the measurements on scales and jugs)
• Number songs (1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive)
• Estimating (How many steps to the door)



Any questions?



Phonics
• Phonics helps children to develop reading and spelling skills at an 

early stage

• e.g. ‘cat’ can be sounded out for reading and spelling 

• We use Read Write Inc. as our teaching resource. 



Phonics
Language we use:
• Phoneme is what we hear   – smallest unit of sound 

sh o p

• Digraph – 2 letters that make 1 sound - special friends
ai (rain)        ee (sheet)    ow (cow) 

• Trigraph – 3 letters that make 1 sound - special friends
igh (high)       ear (hear)         air (fair)   

• Grapheme – Is what you see. 
The letters that represent each sound.



• Blending – a key skill for reading
• Recognising the letter sounds in a written word, for 

example:                c-u-p                  cup
• and then merging or ‘blending’ them in the order in 

which they are written to pronounce the word ‘cup’.

• Segmenting – a key skill for writing
• ‘Chopping up’ or ‘sound out’ the word to spell it out.

• The opposite of blending            cup     chip
• Identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word 
• (e.g. h-i-m , s-t-or-k) and writing down letters for each 

sound (phoneme) to form the word.



Enunciation ml

• Teaching phonics requires a 
technical skill in enunciation
• Phonemes should be articulated 

clearly and precisely.

‘sssssss’ not suh
t not tuh



Phoneme fingers (Fred Fingers) 
to help with oral blending ml

m-i-l-k  
a-t

t-r-ai-n 

sh-i-p  

We use our Fred 
fingers to count 

out how many 
sounds we can 
hear in a word.

s-t-r-i-p-e 







Red Words
The children also practise reading (and spelling) what we call ‘red words’, such as 

‘the,’ ‘my,’ ‘’ you ‘they’. These are irregular words that don’t follow the phonetic 
rules and are harder to sound out. “It is hard to Fred a red” 



A Speed sounds Lesson
A typical lesson looks like this:

• SAY THE SOUND         Tell the story and Fred-talk the rhyme on the card 

• REVIEW               Practise spotting the sound within other familiar sounds

• READ WORDS             Blend (Fred-talk) and read green words which contain new sound

• REVIEW Read green words containing familiar sounds

• NONSENSE WORDS   Blend (Fred-talk) alien words which contain new sound

• SPELLINGS          Segment words (using Fred-fingers) to spell green words containing new sound



A Storybook Lesson
A typical lesson looks like this:

• Daily speed sound lesson (10mins)      

• Whole class:
Speed sounds from the book
Story green words from the book
Speedy green words from the book
Read red words from the book

• Partner practise

• Story introduction

• First read – children

• Read aloud – teacher

• Hold a sentence

Fiction

Non fiction



Reading
By end of Year 1 these are the age-related expectations:



Don’t worry if your 
child’s book isn’t 
changed every week.

They may need to re-
read the book to 
improve their 
understanding. 

This will include being 
able to answer questions 
that show they have a 
developed 
understanding of the 
words, story and 
characters.

The reading scheme is 
designed to be read in 
depth and to be 
repeated for fluency.



Phonics Screening Test
The Phonics Screening Check is a test for children in Year 1. Children take it in June in a one-to-

one setting with a teacher. 
Whilst children learn phonics to help them with both word reading and spelling, the Phonics 

Screening Check only tests their skills at word reading. This is sometimes called decoding.

• 40 words – some real some nonsense (alien) 
words



Any questions?





The Power of Reading

• Reading regularly is key to helping the children 
develop an interest in the world around them and 
increasing their vocabulary.  

• Encouraging your child to read aloud a little 
everyday will make all the difference.  If they 
aren’t in the mood for reading one day, then a 
chat about their book is just as useful.  

• Please make sure you sign the reading diary when 
you read with your child.  



1:1 Reading and reading at home
• At Willow Bank the reading books are book banded, 

in a colour order. 
• In year 1 your child will follow the Read Write Inc 

reading scheme and will be assessed every half-term. 
This assessment will inform their phonics group and 
their book band colour. Every week your child will go 
home with a RWI book to practise reading and 1 or 2 
books to share. (These may be at a slightly different 
level)





Any questions?



Writing
By end of Year 1 these are the age-related expectations:









Talk for Writing



• The Talk for Writing approach enables children to read and 
write independently for a variety of audiences and purposes.

• A key feature is that children internalise the language 
structures needed to write through ‘talking the text.’ 

• The approach moves from dependence towards 
independence, with the teacher using shared and guided 
teaching to develop the ability in children to write creatively 
and powerfully.



The key phases of the Talk for Writing process, as outlined 
above, enable children to imitate orally the language they 
need for a particular topic, before reading and analysing it, 

and then writing their own version.



An English Lesson
A typical TfW English lesson for looks like this:

• Jumpstart activity

• Read the speed-words

• Listen to the story

• Practise the actions to the story’s script

• Develop a writer’s toolkit

• Re-tell the story



• Jumpstart activity

• Read the speed-words



• Listen to the story

• Practise the actions to the story’s script



• Develop a writer’s toolkit



• Develop a writer’s toolkit

• Re-tell the story



Not all our writing units follow the TfW
structure but many features are 

applied when writing non-fiction texts 
or when writing poetry. 



Working towards the expected standard

• Using words or fragments rather than full sentences

• Some use of capital letters but not consistent

• Repeated phrases

• Some use of new vocabulary

• Some use of phonics



Working at the expected standard



Working at greater depth within the expected standard

Creating short narratives and non-fiction 
texts that are consistent in their features and 
purpose. 
To use a number of features of different text 
types and make appropriate topic/ subject 
matter vocabulary choices. 
To reread their writing to check that it makes 
sense and independently make changes. 
To use adjectives to describe (sometimes 
ambitious beyond the year group). 
To use simple and compound sentence 
structures. 

Are able to regularly use capital letters for 
names, places, the days of the week and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’. finger spaces. full stops 
to end sentences. question marks. 
exclamation marks. 
To spell simple compound words. To write 
lower case and capital letters in the correct 
direction, starting and finishing in the right 
place with a good level of consistency.



Any questions?


